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j News of ATF Formation Spreads Quickly; Enquiries Are Vaned j ! · ·As information has spread regarding the typecasting All told, the American Typecasting ·Fellowship is ! 
V conference held in July, -enquiries have come from far off to a good start. Your coqiments and advice w{ll be V 
~ and wide requesting information about our American afpret~ted-;-and esp~cially_ t~ctn.ical . i1_01-matio~ ~n _ ~ 
~ Typecasting Fellowship. t · e S\! Ject o typecasting as 1t 1s emg re- 1scovere y V 
~ These enquiries make it a.bundantly clear there is a hobbyists from Maine to California. ~ 
V strong interest in metal typecasting, even though there Sophisticated Computer Stuff V 

. ~ aren't that many folks writing telling of having their I thought the Radio Shac'k, had to be the .las_t place I ~ 'V own casting equipment, ~-
~ Several enquiries have come from persons still in-· ever would encounter Monotype equipment or acces- ~ 
V volved in hot-metal . typecasting commercially. They sories, but the sign on_ the ~inder obviously was made * 
~ wish to keep "in contact" with others doing the same, of keyboard cqntroller tape. So I had to enquir:e. The 

re_sponse: "Oh, th.,;_t's verv specialized tractor tape for an i whether commercially or as a hobby. . ., i 
• advanced computer. I bought the surplus from a run Other enquiries come from persons still in type-
V setting · but now removed- from their first love-=-hot at a paper converter factory where I used to work." A NI. 
~ metal. They' re happy to hear the art is being kept alive computer my foot •. I proceeded to explain that it was a ~ 

very close resemblance to controller tape and after all * and want to receive our newsletter, etc. * 
was said, he admitted he didn't know what it was, but 

The third category includes persons interested in h h h d I . f h ff W ·II I d 
• • h • d 'fi 11 l h Th t at e a severa cartons o t e .stu • e , o too, * * typograp y an spec1 ca y meta typograp y. ey, b d 'f I d - II • If I 

II h bb • • h h • • ut won er 1 anyone e se nee s contro er tape. so . genera y, are o y1sts wit t e1r own private presses .11 . f h ' I b h l h ' 
, , h I h ... 1._ 1. • _ .. _ 1, WI t to et 1t rom 1m. rou t as.amp e - o.rne.aru 

~ Q~lS to.:;5·ta~ C Qs,aj~ ~ ~ f~J'f"i&e~,.e~l.1¥Pe_,f=- It 15 the real stfutTCe~knoW~offiieect"a:ny tap; 
casbng so to assure t emse ves o uture supp 1es o 

w "precious" metal type. . . . . Got Authentic !Fat Face' Mats? * 
~ All are welcome to receive future ed1t1ons of this 

Enquiry has been received from Old Sturbrid.ge Vil;. v newsletter and certainly would be welcome ·at any • * 
~ future meetings we might have. They are welcome, too, , /age, Sturbridge, Mass.01566. Craig p, Mabius seeks an 

authentic "fat face" for the shop there, which seeks to * to participate in the two-way communication· this news- * be authentic. for the 1820-1840 period. Does anyone 
letter might afford as long as their requests, etc., relate 

• have or know of the availability of such matrices? The 
~ to matters of typecasting and metal typography. contemporary Ultra Bodoni is a poor copy of the fat * 
~ A strong emphasis will continue, however, on the 

face letters he seeks. Write directly to him. He says, 
W specific_!> of typecasting and on those who have their own "before becoming director of crafts at Old Sturbridge * 
~ equipment. That will be in keeping with ATF's mission 

Village, I was in charge of the Isaiah Thomas Print W as implied by its name-a fellowship among ~merican Office.-And of all the pr~blems to overcome, good repro- V 

*~ typecasters. duction type posed the biggest dilemma." ~ 
There obviously is as need for what amateur type- ______ ______ _ ___ ______ V 

casters, collectively, can provide. To-wit: "I am an Of all faces, Cheltenham? I provide .two reasons for ~ v amateur book printer and printmaker. I'd like to those who question my tast~. First, I wanted a solid face w 
~ design, cut, and hand-cast type for my press and need to fight this hard, textured paper. Second, I wanted to ~ 
W all the advice I can get." This comes from Kirklynn show good old Chelt as a reminder to those who get any v 
~ Cookof Mt. Kisco, N. Y. passionate ideas about that cheap imitation of the true ~ 
W Barney Rabin of Florida indicates he makes his own master. I allude to ITC Cheltenham, a "new" photo v 
~ Linotype matrices. This interest, along with that of face just cast upon an unsuspecting modern market. ~ 
V several others, indicates a "section" of ATF, perhaps, Cooper Old Style Italic is the nameplate. Border is ~ .. 
~ should be devoted to linecasters. a design cut by Paul Hayden Duensing: ~ 
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The Poor Man's Remelt Furnace 
If you have been feeding your Thompson a diet of scrap­

type, you know the trouble casued by excess dross, not to 
mention the exciting aroma of an occasional rubber band. 
The most desirable arrangement would be an automatic 
feeder gently lowering a long ingot of metal into the pot, 
maintaining a constant level of beautifully clean metal. But, 
lacking that, feeding your pride and joy small pigs of clean 
metal is the next best thing, and to do that you need to 
remelt your old type. ~ 

I had been on the trail of a remelt furna.ce, but had not 
been able to find one I could afford . A chance conversation 
at Terra Alta gave me a solution . Andy Soule commented 
that he had used a common deep fryer to melt old type. On 
my return home, I canvassed the neighborhood and found a 
retired but still usable deep fryer for $3.00 cash . 

This fryer had ~a cast aluminum pot with an integral 
heating element. The thermostat was erratic, was only -
calibrated to 500°, so I wired it out. Temperature can be 
controlled by simply unplugging the pot when the 
temperature gets too high. My pot holds eight quarts 
-almost 100 pounds of type metal. -

To retain heat and assure high enough remelting 
temperature (750°), I insulated.the pot. I finally found an in­
sulation supply house that stocked high-temperature insula­
tion in the Yellow Pages under "Pipe and Boiler Covering 
Materials." They had a ceramic fiber .insulation, 
"Durab anke , ·manu a ctuied by CaFbornndum This ( a 
white flexible . fiber blanket about one inch thick and 
withstands temperatures up to 2300° F. It is expensive 
-$4.00 per square foot : But when I went out, they had a 
scrap about 24" x 18" left over from a roll and they gave it 
to me. I offered to hug the young lady at the front desk for 
her kindness, but she declined .. . . 

I removed the bottom from the fryer, .disconnected and 
removed both the pilot light and the thermostat, and con­
nected the cord directly to the posts of the heating element. I 
then lined the pot with insulation-between the side of the 
pot and the outer liner and between the bottom of the pot 
and the bottom shell. I reassembled the fryer, filled it with 
type, plugged it in, and within an hour the temperature was 
crossing 600° on the way up. 

If you have gotten this far on your remelter, you will 
find a few other implements indispensable. First is a pig 
mold._ I was lucky enough to have one. Or you might try to 
find an old-fashioned cast-iron cornbread pan. Little lead 
corn cobs should give your 'foundry that down-home look. 

Another necessary item is a skimmer-or better, two: a 
small rectangular one for the Thompson, and a larger, 
round or oval one for the remelter. You can make them out • 
of sheet iron-not galvanized. Tom, my printer;s devil, is in 
metal shop at high school, and sheared mine out of stock 

about a sixteenth inch thick. The small one is 1 ¼ x 2½". 
. Drill ½2 holes all over the skimmer to let the metal flow 

through while stopping the dross. Mount it on a piece of ¼" 
steel rod either by welding or riveting. Plain steel rod is 
rather hard to find, so I used galvanized by grinding the zinc 
coating off. My handles are 18 inches long, which is satisfac­
tory for a small operation. 

The larger skimmer for the remelt er is 21/i " diameter, 
again with the holes and the 18-inch handle. After drilling it, 
I worked it over with a ball pein hammer until it was slightly 
convex. This helps hold the dross on the skimmer as you dip 
it out. 

To complete the outfit, I liberated a stainless steel soup 
ladlefrom Hazle's kitchen. I have now converted about 150 
pounds of miscellaneous type into neat little pigs, and have a 
much cleaner pot on the Thompson. Operations, though in­
frequent, are much simpler and no aroma of burning rubber 
bands lingers to make my foundry an unwelcome addition 
to the household. 

Roy Rice 

Proper Alignment for Sorts 
7. (Original leaf published by Lanston about 1939) -

It :is our purpose to make our matrices so accurately that it will 
·only be necessary to line up the Cap H and then run the rest of the 

- foot wirhout further test. With some·faas'sudi as Garamont, Ken­
nerley and No . 337 Caslon that is the only way they can be run 
because their faces have been purposely designed for irregular 
alignment. 

.. 

In all cases, however, after the font is cast, one type of each 
character should be assembled and locked up and a proof taken to 
test alignment or appearance. 

Some customers such as trade plants, who-cast a large quantity 
of each character, check the alignment of each character as cast. 
For this purpose the following table will be useful. 

The bottom of the fallowing letters should be lined with the Line 
standard of the face to be cast: . 

f. h. i. k. 1. m. n. r. x. z. fi. fl , ff. ffi. ff!. 
- Take alignment from top of lower case "m "for the following: 

g. o. p. q. 
Take alignment from bottom of lower case "o "for these: 

a. b. c. d. e. s. t. u. ae. oe. 
Take alignment from top of lower case "x" for the following: 

~- v. w. y. 

Take alignment from top of lower case i for lowercase j. 
Align bottom of following capital letters with line stanclard: 

A. 8. D. E. F. H. I. K. L. M. N. P.R. T. X. Y. Z. Alt OE. 
Take alignmenrfrom top of the capital "H" for the following: 

J. U. V. W. 
Take alignment from bottom of capital "U" for the following: 

C. G. 0. S. &. 
Take alignment from top of capital "O" for capital Q. 











Put your money where your mouth is! The list of persons interested in the AMERICAN TYPECAST­
ING FELLOWSHIP is growing daily. The first newsletter was sent to about 70 persons. This issue 
will almost double that figure. 

Although our by-laws specifically forbid "dues," surely if your interest in ATF is high 
enough, you will not object to paying a nominal fee (to cover postage and handling} for 
receiving this Newsletter. I will continue to cover costs of production in the interest of 
"keeping things alive." • 

Kindly forward $5.00 to cover the first five issues of the Newsletter. You will not re­
ceive future issues if your interest is not high enough to "fork out" this nominal.fee. 

Send check, payable to Rich Hopkins, to Post Office Box 263, Terra Alta,WV 26764. 

Your comments and discussion of your current activity also would be appreciated. 


